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Haggai 2. 

God’s Presence and Power

amidst the Discouragements of Life and Ministry

A Prophetic-Encouraging Message
October 17th, 520 B.C.
In Hag 1, the Word of the Lord comes to Haggai on 1st day of the 6 month of 2nd year
· God rebukes His people for being busy with their own houses…

· Then People repent & begin working on the 24th day of that same month.
Now here in Hag 2, this is the 21st day of the 7th month (the next month)
· Which would have been given on October 17th, 520 B.C.

· About a month after they have been working on the temple, 
· God delivers another message.
· So God rebukes His people.

· Then about 3 weeks later, the people begin working.

· About one month later God sends another msg: this time encouragement.

God’s people are in need of a prophetic-encouraging message.

· Let’s find out why and then apply this prophetic word to our own hearts and lives.

· To do so, we’ll look at four key points about Haggai’s msg here in vs1-9.
This is a Prophetic-Encouraging Message that is…

1st of all: Spoken to a Faithful Remnant  (vs1-2)

 who had repented and obeyed (Hag 1:1-15)
Hag 2: 1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, 2 "Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, 

In Chp 1, when the word of the Lord first comes through Haggai and is addressed to the two leaders: Zerubbabel and Joshuah.

· God’s people are not included.

· In fact, God speaks about them not to them, calling them “these people.”

Examples of being talked about not to…

However, after these people repent, God speaks again at the end of chp 1, this time he speaks to the leaders and the people, calling the people the remnant. 

· The same theme continues here in chp 2.

· These people who had been rebellious are now referred to as the remnant of the people.  Remnant implies the few who belong to God and are faithful.

· They are faithful because they had repented and obeyed back in chp 1.

Hag 1: 12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD.
So before we even get to the content of the message, this prophetic word is already encouraging to the people because they are being addressed and called the remnant.

· God addresses the leaders, who play a key role in leading God’s people.
· He also addresses the people.

Are you and I living like a faithful remnant?

· The book of Haggai is convicting as we saw last Sunday.

· But also encouraging.

· The same people who had lived self-centeredly are now portrayed as a faithful remnant.

Have you ever failed God?  Messed up?  
· Gone your own sinful worldly selfish way – even as a Christian?

· God forgives when we repent and make things right.

· This is a prophetic word of encouragement spoken to a people who had been living it up in their houses while God’s house laid in ruins.

· Yet, God is still willing to lavish His love upon them, because they repented and obeyed.

The same is true for us today.

· Our God is faithful even though we are not.

· Our God is holy and should be feared.

· He is also forgiving, and mercifully extends grace and encouragement to us as we repent and obey.

So 1st, Haggai’s msg was spoken to a faithful-remnant who had repented/obeyed.

Moving on, this is a Prophetic-Encouraging Message that is…
2nd of all: Spoken to a Discouraged People  (v3)

who remembered the “glory days” (Ezra 3:12)

Notice v3 – Haggai asks a few questions to identify with those taking his msg to heart: 'Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? 
The glory of the temple they are rebuilding is nothing at this point compared to the glory of the temple before it was destroyed about sixty years before.

· Some of God’s people would have been old enough to remember what the first temple looked like.

· And most all of God’s people would have known how much work and wealth it took to build the first temple, 
· when Israel was reigning as a kingdom under David’s son Solomon.

To put this into perspective and to see the relevance of Haggai’s msg for us, let me mention a few discouraging things we sometimes face in life…
· One, our best days might already be behind us (the glory days of the past)

· Two, there’s so much work to be done and so little time;

· Three, there’s so little resources to make ends meet, or to do ministry; and
· Four, there’s many things we might be afraid of in this world.
Some or all of these things would have seemed true for God’s people.

This prophetic-encouraging word is spoken to a discouraged people…

Discouraged because some thought their glory days were behind them.

Here in v3 Haggai is referring to the glory of the temple from sixty some years prior, before it was destroyed.  

· He compares that glory with the lack of glory in the ruined temple that they have just begun to rebuild.

Today we are very far removed from the dominating significance of the temple for God’s people, both in our daily life experience as well as our biblical understanding of the temple.
The Temple showed that Israel was God’s people,
· It was how God chose to make His glorious presence dwell among them, 

· It represented God’s holiness and was the place He was to be worshipped,
· It was the place where God’s mercy and forgiveness was offered for sinners,

· It represented God’s reign as King to Israel and the nations,
· And it was the House of the LORD, which the OT prophets prophesied would be rebuilt as a sign of God’s coming kingdom and restoration of Israel.

Jesus the long awaited Messiah, would be born the King of the Jews, and He Himself would be the Temple of the living God here on earth.

· But before Christ came, it was God’s plan to bring His people back out of captivity and to be their God, and to reign and be worshipped as their King, 
· All of which demanded that the temple be rebuilt, because that is how God had chosen to dwell among the people,

· To reveal His holiness and glory,

· And to show the nations that He is God and He reigns.

So it was imperative that the temple be rebuilt.
· In chp 1, the people are rebuked for neglecting the temple.

· Here in chp 2, they are now being encouraged, because after having started rebuilding the temple, they’ve become discouraged.

Some are discouraged because they think the glory days are behind them.
· the glory of the rebuilt temple will never compare with the glory of the temple from years gone by.

The book of Ezra gives us some insight into this, speaking about how the people felt when they first began rebuilding the temple, before they gave up the first time, about 20 years before Haggai came along.
Ezra 3: 11 And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, "For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel." And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.12 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy,13 so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people's weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away.

We can go through times like this, thinking the glory days are behind us.

· It can be with our local church.  Here at LRBC, those who have been here for years might remember days gone by when things seemed more glorious.

For some it might be your own personal walk with God, or how God used you in ministry in the past, and things are just not as good in the present.

So some of the people are discouraged because the glory days seem to be behind them: the glory of the temple they are building will not compare with the glory of the temple in years gone by.
The people are also discouraged because 

There’s so much work to be done and so little time.
To rebuild the temple is a massive undertaking.
· And the month that they have started working was the busiest time in Israel’s calendar year, with the harvest just coming to an end, and with 3 celebrations all in 1 month: Feasts of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Booths.

Imagine if in one month’s time, our church tried to celebrate Christmas and Easter,

· Do a youth group summer kick-off,

· Take an inner city weekend trip to YMEN in Chicago, 

· Rake the rock out of the grass back into the parking lot,

· Do a week long VBS and a Soccer Camp the next week,
· Send the men on a weekend retreat to Timberlee Camp, 

· And the Women to a party at Naomi Fox’s house

· While we also have a church potluck, a SOF seminar, a congregational mtg, 

· With a Tuesday night Women’s BStudy, a Wed prayer mtg, and 2 Small Groups, 

· And we did all of this in the same month,

· O and by the way, many of us also happened to be farmers and the hard work of harvest time was just coming to an end.
Then on top of all of that, during that same month, we started to rebuild our church building which was lying in ruins, with us doing all of the work, and paying for the materials out of our own pockets.

Even without all of that, some of us can get discouraged with our daily lives and in serving the Lord, because there’s so much work to do and so little time.

This touches on another related point – the people are also discouraged because 

There’s so little resources to do the work.
The first temple was built by King Solomon in all his riches, with paid skilled craftsmen and with a temple adorned with gold.
· How can busy hard working unskilled people who don’t have any gold get the work done?

How can busy hard working Christians here at LRBC, most of whom probably don’t have much gold either, do all the work entrusted to us while we work jobs, raise kids, and try to keep our own homes in order?

· We are a small church with limited resources of people, time, money, talents, and so on, how can we keep going and how can we grow?
· How can we faithfully be the church and effectively reach a radically changing culture around us?

The people are also discouraged because of fear and frustration.
· They were a small minority living under whatever worldly empire happened to be reigning at the time.

· The Assyrians, then the Babylonians, at this point it was the Persians, later would follow Alexander the Great and the Greeks, and ultimately the Roman Empire.

And we learn from Ezra why the people had stopped rebuilding the temple to begin with.  

Ezra 4: 4 Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to build 5 and bribed counselors against them to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.

As Christians and as a church, this can happen to us: fear and frustration.

· We are a small minority throughout the world, and even in our own nation.

· We can be afraid of rejection, being misunderstood, wrongly labeled as a bigot or intolerant, judgmentally old fashioned and embarrassingly outdated.

So, this is a message spoken 1st to a faithful-remnant

· And 2nd spoken to a discouraged people.
Moving on, this is a Prophetic-Encouraging Message that is…

3rd of all: Given as a God-centered Command  (vs4-5)                  (Exodus 19:1ff)
Be strong, work, and do not be afraid, for the Lord of Hosts is with you  
The message is spoken to a faithful remnant who are discouraged.

But the content of the message itself is a God-centered command.

· Meaning God is the one giving the command, and God is the one who makes obeying His command possible.

· Ultimately our obedience flows out of our relationship with God, and always follows what God Himself is doing ahead of us and through us.

We’ve already seen this back in chp 1, where the reason the people repented and obeyed is because the Spirit of God was working in them to do so.
Now notice here vs 4&5 of chp 2: 4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, 5 according to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. 
The driving command here is to work.  Rebuild the temple.
· There are two other commands given that will help the people do the work.

· Be strong, and do not be afraid.

But notice that these commands flow out of this reality:
· The LORD of Hosts says to His people: I am with you.

· My spirit remains in your midst.

· Therefore, you can be strong, you can fear not, and you can work.

The LORD of Hosts

· LORD

· Of hosts

I am with you: 

· God’s covenant and people

· God’s presence and glory

· God’s promise and kingdom

Be Strong

Do not be Afraid

Work for the Lord is with you

2Sam 7: 1
Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies,2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent."
3 And Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you." 

1 Kings 8: 18 But the LORD said to David my father, 'Whereas it was in your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was in your heart.19 Nevertheless, you shall not build the house, but your son who shall be born to you shall build the house for my name.' 

4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, . . . 
 8 . . . 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel.9 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly,11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . . . 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.'"
God lists off what He has done for David.
·  and instead of David building the Lord a house, the Lord will make David a house.

God-centered command:

So, first, this is a message spoken to a faithful-remnant

· 2nd this is a msg spoken to a discouraged people

· 3rd this is a msg given as a God-centered command

And then this is also a Prophetic-Encouraging Message that is…
4th of all: Grounded in God’s Promise  (vs6-9)

The Lord of Hosts will glorify Himself by shaking the nations and giving His people peace  (Zech 14:1ff) 
Hag 2: 6 For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. 7 And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. 9 The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.'"
Heb 12: 25
See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven.26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens."27 This phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of things that are shaken---that is, things that have been made---in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain.28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe,29 for our God is a consuming fire.

So there we have it.  The word of the LORD delivered through Haggai on October 17th, 520 B.C. is a prophetic-encouraging message that is

· 1st – Spoken to a Faithful-Remnant

· 2nd – Spoken to a Discouraged People

· 3rd – Given as a God-Centered Command; and…

· 4th – a prophetic-encouraging message grounded in God’s promise

Now, where do we go from here with this message preached 2500 yrs ago to a people living in a time and culture very different from our own?
This brings us to the other main theme of our message…
Embrace the Prophetic Word
On this day, March 18th, 2012 A.D.

I will offer two words of application for our daily lives, in living out our faith.
Let us Embrace the Prophetic-Word…

1st of all: For the Glory of Our God: 

Enjoying Christ’s presence & being empowered by the Spirit.

So, may we Embrace the prophetic word 1st for the glory of God, and then…
2nd As a Faithful Remnant: 
Encouraged by God’s promise amidst the Discouragements of Life and Ministry.

I had a friend was a big baseball player
back in high school
He could throw that speedball by you
Make you look like a fool boy
Saw him the other night at this roadside bar
I was walking in, he was walking out
We went back inside sat down had a few drinks
but all he kept talking about was

Chorus:
Glory days well they'll pass you by
Glory days in the wink of a young girl's eye
Glory days, glory days

Well there's a girl that lives up the block
back in school she could turn all the boy's heads
Sometimes on a Friday I'll stop by
and have a few drinks after she put her kids to bed
Her and her husband Bobby well they split up
I guess it's two years gone by now
We just sit around talking about the old times,
she says when she feels like crying
she starts laughing thinking about

Chorus

My old man worked 20 years on the line
and they let him go
Now everywhere he goes out looking for work
they just tell him that he's too old
I was 9 nine years old and he was working at the
Metuchen Ford plant assembly line
Now he just sits on a stool down at the Legion hall
but I can tell what's on his mind

Glory days yeah goin back
Glory days aw he ain't never had
Glory days, glory days

Now I think I'm going down to the well tonight
and I'm going to drink till I get my fill
And I hope when I get old I don't sit around thinking about it
but I probably will
Yeah, just sitting back trying to recapture
a little of the glory of, well time slips away
and leaves you with nothing mister but
boring stories of glory days

Chorus (repeat twice)

In Exod 6, God says this to Moses:

Ex 6: 6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment.7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.
Then after God has delivered the Israelites,

· and immediately after giving Moses the Law, God’s covenant with His people

· God says the following in Exodus 25

Ex 25: 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.9 Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.
This tabernacle or Tent of Meeting was how God chose to dwell among His people as they wandered through the Wilderness heading to the promised land.

· The details of the tabernacle showed that they were to worship God according to His word, and it showed His people how to relate to their God;

· Who was Holy and to be feared, and who also extended mercy and forgiveness.

· Inside the holy of holies was the ark of the covenant, which contained God’s covenant with His people, His word, that is the tablets of the law, the 10 cmd.

A few hundred years later, God had King David’s son King Solomon build a permanent tabernacle or meeting called the Temple or the house of the LORD.

· This temple was the house of the divine King, Yahweh Himself.

· As long as God was with His people the temple would be standing.

But the people rebelled down thru the centuries, so God sent them into captivity, and the temple was destroyed, 

· showing that God’s holy presence will not dwell among unrepentant sinners.

But here in Haggai God’s people have come back out of their 70yrs of captivity

1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, 2 "Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, 3 'Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? 4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, 5 according to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. 6 For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. 7 And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. 9 The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.'"
Ex 19: 1 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai.2 They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain,3 while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel:4 You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel."
Zech 14:  3 Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights on a day of battle. 4 On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward. 5 And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. . . . 
7 And there shall be a unique day, which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but at evening time there shall be light. 8 On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer as in winter. 9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day the LORD will be one and his name one. 11 And it shall be inhabited, for there shall never again be a decree of utter destruction. Jerusalem shall dwell in security. . . . 
14 Even Judah will fight at Jerusalem. And the wealth of all the surrounding nations shall be collected, gold, silver, and garments in great abundance.15 And a plague like this plague shall fall on the horses, the mules, the camels, the donkeys, and whatever beasts may be in those camps. . . . 
16
Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths.
2Sam 7: 18 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and said, "Who am I, O Lord GOD, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far?19 And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord GOD. You have spoken also of your servant's house for a great while to come, and this is instruction for mankind, O Lord GOD!20 And what more can David say to you? For you know your servant, O Lord GOD!21 Because of your promise, and according to your own heart, you have brought about all this greatness, to make your servant know it.22 Therefore you are great, O LORD God. For there is none like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard with our ears.23 And who is like your people Israel, the one nation on earth whom God went to redeem to be his people, making himself a name and doing for them great and awesome things by driving out before your people, whom you redeemed for yourself from Egypt, a nation and its gods?24 And you established for yourself your people Israel to be your people forever. And you, O LORD, became their God.25 And now, O LORD God, confirm forever the word that you have spoken concerning your servant and concerning his house, and do as you have spoken.26 And your name will be magnified forever, saying, 'The LORD of hosts is God over Israel,' and the house of your servant David will be established before you.27 For you, O LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, have made this revelation to your servant, saying, 'I will build you a house.' Therefore your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to you.28 And now, O Lord GOD, you are God, and your words are true, and you have promised this good thing to your servant.29 Now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your servant, so that it may continue forever before you. For you, O Lord GOD, have spoken, and with your blessing shall the house of your servant be blessed forever."
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